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STANLEY WILLARD BROMLEY, 1899-1954 

Dr. Bromley, one of the past presidents of the New York Ento¬ 
mological Society, a contributor to its “ Journal/ ’ and well- 
known to the entomological world, was born December 7, 1899 
at Sunny Valley Farm, close to Charlton, Worcester County, 
Massachusetts. He was the only son of James Willard and Lizzie 
Knowles Bromley. After graduating from high school in 1918, 
he entered the then Massachusetts Agricultural College where he 
majored in entomology under Dr. H. T. Fernald and Dr. G. C. 
Crampton. He graduated in 1922 with his B.S. degree and re¬ 
ceived his M.S. degree from the same institution in 1924 after 
completing his graduate work. From Ohio State University he 
received the Doctor of Philosophy degree in 1934. 

Dr. Bromley became interested in natural history at an early 
age. His first paper, “Asilids and their prey” written at the age 
of 13, appeared in “Psyche,” 21: 192-198, in 1914. Thirty-two 
years afterward, the late Professor C. T. Brues referred to this 
paper in his chapter on Predatory Insects in his book “Insect 
Dietary” published in 1946. It is quite unusual for entomol¬ 
ogists to get into print so young and have their early work re¬ 
ferred to after such a long time. In the paper in question, 18 
species of Asilidae are recorded with 463 records of capture. 
Early in life, the author exhibited a degree of patience and a 
keenness of observation that were to characterize all his later 
works. It was not until nine years later that his second paper 
was published in “Psyche” on the feeding habits of robber flies. 
The Asilidae upon which he was an authority occupied part of 
Dr. Bromley’s attention for the remainder of his life, his last 
paper being a description of 32 new species. 
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During the summer of 1922 he worked on fruit insects at Wal¬ 
lingford, Connecticut for the Federal Bureau of Entomology. 
The American Cyanamid Company employed him between 1923 
and 1928 in connection with the development of cyanogas for the 
control of insect pests and rodents and liquid hydrocyanic acid 
gas for fumigation work in warehouses. At this time his office 
was in New York City. 

In January of 1929, he became associated with the F. A. Bart¬ 
lett Tree Expert Company, later the Bartlett Tree Research 
Laboratories of Stamford, Connecticut, as chief entomologist, 
where he investigated insecticides and the life histories of nurs¬ 
ery and forest insect pests, and where he taught various courses 
at the Bartlett School of Tree Surgery. He also built up a collec¬ 
tion of tree and shrub insects, with specimens of their injury. 
Dr. Bromley remained with the firm until he retired, December 
31, 1951, on account of illness. 

During Dr. Bromley’s work on the taxonomy of the Asilidae, 
on which he published around 50 papers, he built up a collection 
of well over 35,000 Diptera specimens, nearly 28,000 of which 
are Asilidae. Type specimens numbered 1,868. This collection 
is now in the Smithsonian Institution. 4 4 Index VII to the Litera¬ 
ture of American Economic Entomology, 1940 to 1944” was ed¬ 
ited by Dr. Bromley with the help of his wife, Dr. Helen B. 
Bromley, an authority on the taxonomy of fresh-water algae. 
This was published in 1948 by the American Association of Eco¬ 
nomic Entomologists. 

Dr. Bromley kept in touch with many entomologists and be¬ 
longed to the Entomological Society of America of which he was 
a fellow, to the American Association of Economic Entomologists, 
the Ecological Society of America, the New York Entomological 
Society of which he was vice president in 1945 and president in 
1946, to the entomological societies of Washington, Brooklyn and 
Cambridge, and to the American Association for the Advance¬ 
ment of Science. At the time of his death he was a member of 
the board of governors of the National Shade Tree Conference 
and a member of the Connecticut Tree Protective Association. 

His death occurred in the Stamford Hospital on February 16, 
1954, after a long illness characterized by high blood pressure. 
He was buried in Long Ridge Union Cemetery, Stamford, Con- 
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necticut. At Columbus, Ohio, in 1935 he was married to Dr. 
Helen Jean Brown, who at that time was on the staff of the de¬ 
partment of botany of the Ohio State University. He is survived 
by his wife, to whom I am indebted for most of the above infor¬ 
mation, by his son James Robert, born at Stamford on April 9, 
1936 and now a student at Yale, and by his mother. In the 
obituary of Dr. Bromley by Charles P. Alexander that appeared 
in the Annals of the Entomological Society of America, vol. 47, 
No. 2, June, 1954, it is stated that in 1910, when he was 11 years 
of age he visited the museum of the Boston Society of Natural 
History and became acquainted with the late Charles W. John¬ 
son, a dipterologist of note with whom Dr. Bromley was friendly 
until Johnson died in 1932. It is further stated that “Mr. and 
Mrs. Johnson were so impressed by the personality and poten¬ 
tialities of the youngster that they took the preliminary steps to 
legally adopt him, a course that proved impossible. ’ ’ Mrs. Helen 
J. Bromley has advised me that Dr. Bromley’s mother who is 
still living denies that such a course was ever considered. 

The following bibliography was supplied by Mrs. Helen J. 
Bromley. It was prepared except for the last three titles, by Dr. 
Bromley who apparently considered that it represented his most 
important writings, and except for twenty-two titles that I have 
been able to add on shade trees and shade tree pests in order to 
show the scope of his interests. During the years that I knew 
Dr. Bromley and during our meetings, usually in connection 
with the meetings of the New York Entomological Society and 
the Eastern Branch of the American Association of Economic 
Entomologists, I was always impressed by his serious and deep 
interest in entomology, by his desire to be helpful and by his 
friendliness. He always merited the scientific and personal 
esteem in which we held him.— Harry B. Weiss 

The Writings of Stanley Willard Bromley # 

1914. Asilids and their prey. Psyche. 21: 192-198. 

1923. Observations on the feeding habits of robber flies. Psyche. 30(2): 

41-45. 

1924. A bird in a spider web. Bull. Brook. Ent. Soc. 19(2): 52-53. 

1924. Radial venation in the Brachycera. Raymond C. Shannon and S. W. 

Bromley. Insecutor Inscitiae Menstruus. 12(7-9) : 137-140. 

* This may not be complete because an extended search has not been made. 
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1924. Controlling chincli bugs in Missouri with calcium cyanide. L. Hase- 
man and S. W. Bromley. Jour. Econ. Ent. 17: 324. 

1924. New robber flies. Occas. papers Boston Soc. of Nat. History 
5: 125-127 

1924. A new Ophiogomphus from Massachusetts. Ent. News. 35: 343-344. 

1925. The Bremus-resembling Mallophorae of the Southeast United States. 

Psyche. 32(3): 190-194. 

1926. The external anatomy of the black horse-fly. Annals Ent. Soc. Amer. 

19(4): 440-460. 

1926. The cyanogas calcium cyanide treatment for the Cuban leaf-cutting 

ant. S. W. Bromley and S. C. Bruner. Research in Development 
of Cyanogas Calcium Cyanide. Sept. 30. 

1927. The genus Microstylum in Madagascar. Trans. Amer. Ent. Soc. 53: 

201-207. 

1927. Some North American Asilidae: their models and their prey. Proc. 

Ent. Soc. London. 2: 33. 

1928. Cyanogas calcium cyanide for the fumigation of flour mills. Re¬ 

search in Development of Cyanogas Calcium Cyanide. Feb. 15. 

1928. The monarch butterfly wintering in the everglades. Ent. News. 39: 
96-97. 

1928. A dragon fly ovipositing on a paved highway. Bull. Brook, Ent. Soc. 
23(2): 69. 

1928. Notes on the genus Trod acanthus. Psyche. 35(1): 12-15. 

1928. New neotropical Erax. Amer. Museum Novitates. No. 334, Nov. 10. 

1928. New Asilidae from China. Amer. Museum Novitates. No. 336, 

Dec. 13. 

1929. New Asilidae from Mexico. Psyche. 36(1) : 45-47. 

1929. The Asilidae of Cuba. Annals. Ent. Soc. Amer. 22(2) : 272-295. 

1929. Notes on the Asilid genera Bombomima and Laphria. Canad. Ent. 

61: 157-161. 

1930. Bee-killing robber flies. Jour. N. Y. Ent. Soc. 38: 159-177. 

1930. A review of the genus Proagonistes. Annals and Magazine of Natural 
History. Ser. 10, 6: 209-225. 

1930. New robber flies from Madagascar. Bull. Brook. Ent. Soc. 25(5): 
283-290. 

1930. Shade tree insects in 1929. E. P. Felt and S. W. Bromley. Jour. 
Econ. Ent. 23(1): 137-142. 

1930. Shade tree problems. (With E. P. Felt). Proc. Ann. Meet. Nat. 

Shade Tree Conf. p. 13. 

1931. Hornet habits. Jour. N. Y. Ent. Soc. 39: 123-129. 

1931. Developing resistance or tolerance to insect attacks. (With E. P. 
Felt). Jour. Econ. Ent. 24: 437. 

1931. New neotropical Andrenosoma. Trans. Amer. Ent. Soc. 57: 129-134. 
1931. New Asilidae, with a revised key to the genus Stenopogon. Annals 
Ent. Soc. Amer. 24(2): 427-435. 

1931. Tests with nicotine activators. E. P. Felt and S. W. Bromley. Jour. 
Econ. Ent. 24(1): 105-111. 
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1931. Observations on shade tree insects. E. P. Felt and S. W. Bromley. 
Jour. Econ. Ent. 24(1): 157-162. 

1931. Insecticide investigations during 1930. E. P. Felt and S. W. 
Bromley. Jour. Econ. Ent. 24(1) : 232-240. 

1931. A preliminary annotated list of the robber flies of Ohio. Ohio State 

Mus. Science Bull. 1(2). 19 p. 4 plates. 

1932. Insecticides on shade trees and ornamentals. (With E. P. Felt). 

Jour. Econ. Ent. 25: 298. 

1932. Observations on shade tree insects. (With E. P. Felt). Jour. Econ. 
Ent. 25: 39. 

1932. Asilidae: Diptera of Patagonia and South Chile. Part Y—Fasc. 3: 
261-282. Figures 23-28. 

1932. Observations on the Chinese mantid, Paratenodera sinensis Saussare. 

Bull. Brook Ent. Soc. 27(4) : 196-201. 

1933. Corrections in nomenclature (Diptera, Asilidae). Ent. News. 44: 15. 

1933. The sting of a tarantula wasp. Bull. Brook. Ent. Soc. 28 (5) : 192. 

1933. Additions to the Ohio list of robber flies (Diptera: Asilidae). Ohio 

Jour, of Science. 33(3). 

1933. Cicadas in Texas. Psyche. 40(4). 

1933. Courting and mating performances of an Asilid fly, Heteropogon 

lautus. Psyche. 40(4). 

1934. The robber flies of Texas (Diptera: Asilidae). Annals Ent. Soc. of 

Amer. 27(1): 74-113. 2 plates. 

1934. Additions to the Ohio list of robber flies II. Ohio Jour. Sci. 34(3) : 
163. 

1934. Two new Dasypogonine robber flies from the Southwest. Jour. N. Y. 
Ent. Soc. 42: 225-226. 

1934. The Laphriine robber flies of North America (unpublished). Ab¬ 

stracts of Doctor's Dissertation. No. 14. O. S. U. Press. 1934. 

1935. A note on the validity of Proagonistes athletes. Ann. & Magazine of 

Natural History. Ser. 10. 15: 398. 

1935. New Asilidae from the Belgian Congo (Diptera). Bev. Zool. Bot- 
Africa. 26(4): 404-415. 

1935. New Asilidae from India (Insecta: Diptera). Becords of the Indian 
Museum. 36(2) : 219-230. Calcutta. 

1935. Two new South American Asilidae (Diptera). Arbeiten. Morph, 
taxon. Ent. Berlin-Dahlem. 2(2): 109-112. 

1935. The original forest types of Southern New England. Ecological 

Monographia 5: 61-89. 

1936. Studies in South African Asilidae. Ann. of Transvaal Museum. 

38(2): 125-146. 

1936. Asilids feeding on bumblebees in New England. Psyche. 43(1). 

1936. The genus Diogmites in U. S. of America' with descriptions of new 
species. Jour. N. Y. Ent. Soc. 44: 225-237. 

1936. Oil effects on shade trees. (With E. P. Felt). Jour. Econ. Ent. 
29(2): 357-360. 
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1936. Shade tree insect developments. (With E. P, Felt). Jour. Econ. 

Ent. 29: 223. 

1937. The genus Stenopogon Loew in the U. S. of America. Jour. N. Y. 

Ent. Soc. 45: 291-309. 

1937. Observations on shade tree insects and their control. (With E. P. 

Felt). Jour. Econ. Ent. 30(1): 71-75. 

1938. Shade tree insects and sprays, 1937. (With E. P. Felt). Jour. 

Econ. Ent. 31(2) : 173-176. 

1939. New and little-known Utah Diptera with notes on the taxonomy of 

the Diptera. Utah Acad. Sci. Arts & Letters. 14: 99-109. 

1939. New Asilidae from India, II. Indian Jour. Agr. Sci. 8(6): 863-868. 
Delhi. 

1939. Hurricane of Sept. 21, 1938. (With E. P. Felt). Scientific Tree 
Topics. No. 1. 1939. 

1939. Factors influencing tree destruction during the New England Hurri¬ 

cane. Science. 90. No. 2323. p. 1516. 

1940. Pine Aphids. Sci. Tree Topics. 1(4) : 30-31. 

1940. New insecticides and spreaders on shade trees. (With E. P. Felt). 
Jour. Econ. Ent. 33: 244-249. 

1940. Insecticides and their use. (With E. P. Felt). Sci. Tree Topics. 
1(4): 26-27. 

1940. New U. S. A. robber flies (Diptera: Asilidae). Bull. Brook. Ent. Soc. 
35(1): 13-21. 

1940. Some unusual pines at the laboratories. Sci. Tree Topics. 1(3) : 23. 

1940. Three unsightly oak galls. Sci. Tree Topics. 1(4) : 28-30. 

1941. New and unusual shade tree pests. (With E. P. Felt). Jour. Econ. 

Ent. 34(3) : 383. 

1941. Elm leaf beetle probabilities in 1941. Sci. Tree Topics. 1(7): 54-55. 

1941. Trees and shrubs attractive to birds. Sci. Tree Topics. 1(6) : 43-44. 

1942. Madagascar robber flies with descriptions of new species. Trans. Am. 

Ent. Soc. 48: 11-21. 

1942. Bee-killing Asilids in New England. Psyche. 49(3-4) : 81-83. 

1942. The increasing importance of coleopterous borers in shade trees. 

(With E. P. Felt). Jour. N. Y. Ent. Soc. 50(2) : 169. 

1942. The shade tree insects of 1941. Jour. N. Y. Ent. Soc. 50: 212. 

1944. Ephraim Porter Felt, 1868-1943. Jour. N. Y. Ent. Soc. 52: 223-236. 

1945. Insect enemies of the house fly, Musca domestica L. Jour. N. Y. 

Ent. Soc. 53: 145-152. 

1945. The robber flies and bee-killers of China (Diptera: Asilidae). Ling- 
nan Science Jour. 21(1-4) : 87-105. China. 

1945. An Indian relic area. Scientific Monthly. 60: 153-154. 

1946. John Watson Angell, 1885-1946. Jour. N. Y. Ent. Soc. 54: 290. 
1946. Bee-killing Asilidae of the Southeastern states (Diptera). Proc. Ent. 

Soc. Wash. 48(1) : 16-17. 

1946. The robber flies of Brazil (Asilidae: Diptera). Livro de homenagem 
a B. F. d * Almeida. No. 8: 103-120. 19 de julho. 
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1946. Guide to the insects of Connecticut. Part VI. The Diptera or true 
flies of Connecticut, Asilidae, Third Pascicle. State of Conn. 
State Geological & Natural History Survey. Bull. No. 69. 
Hartford. 

1946. The death of a tree. Arborists ’ News. 2(6). 

1946. Wheel-bug vs. Japanese beetle. Ent. News. 57(1). 

1947. The last few years (Address of retiring pres., N. Y. Ent. Soc.). 

Journ. N. Y. Ent. Soc. 55: 207-214. 

1947. New South African Asilidae (Diptera). Annals of Durban Museum. 
3(8): 109-117. Africa. 

1947. Ohio robber flies IV. Ohio Jour. Sci. 47(2) : 67-68. 

1947. Insect eycles. Museum News. 8(1). 

1947. The lumber shortage. Arborists’ News. February. 

1948. Woodland Improvement. Arborists’ News. November. 

1948. Insect predators of mosquitoes. Proc. Ent. Soc. Wash. 50(9). 

1948. Some of the more important insect pests of pine. Sci. Tree Topics. 

1(9): 69-72. 

1948. Honey-bee predators. Jour. N. Y. Ent. Soc. 56: 195-199. 

1948. “Specialization” in new organic insecticides. Agricultural Chem¬ 

icals. December. 

1949. But how do you pronounce it? American Forests. February. 

1949. The Missouri bee-killer, Proctachanthus milbertii. Bull. Brook. Ent. 

Soc. 44(1) : 21-28. 

1949. African bee-killing Asilidae. Trans, of Bhodesian Sci. Ass’n. 42: 

63-67. Africa. 

1950. Plant white pines. Horticulture Magazine. May. 

1950. Florida Asilidae (Diptera) with description of one new species. Ann. 

Ent. Soc. Am. 43(2) : 227-239. 

1950. Ohio robber flies V. Ohio Jour. Sci. 50(5) : 229-234. 

1950. Becords and descriptions of Asilidae in the collection of University of 
Michigan Museum of Zoology (Diptera). Occas. Papers of Mus. 
of Zool. N. 527. June. 

1950. Dragon fly feeding on cankerworms. Jour. Econ. Ent. 43(3). 

1950. Mosquitoes and DDT. Arborists’ News. June. 

1950. The elm leaf beetle. (Tree Pest Leaflets). New England Section 

Soc. of American Forestors. Hillsboro, N. H. 

1951. Trees and tree insects, with special reference to the Dutch elm dis¬ 

ease. Jour. N. Y. Ent. Soc. 59(4). 

1952. Asilid notes (Diptera) with descriptions of thirty-two new species. 

Am. Mus. Novitates. No. 1532. 1-36. 


